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law for practical application to the business of life in
England. Of course there have been meetings pre-
vented and meetings suppressed since that time ;
and, as we shall find in going on with this story, it
has been left in the power of the authorities, in
certain parts of the kingdom, to prohibit absolutely
the holding of a public meeting in a certain place
and under particular circumstances. But when such
official acts are allowed and authorised, it is only
where the operations of the ordinary law are sup-
posed to be for the time suspended. England gained
by the results of the Peterloo meeting the certainty
that where the ordinary law still prevailed peaceful
men may assemble in any number of thousands to
make peaceful demands for constitutional reform,
and no one shall gainsay their right of public demon-
stration and of free speech.

